BEMISTER William wills -

pois> oo Pl

Born Corfe Mullen, Dcrset England in 1789.

Emigrated to Carbonear Newfoundland as a clerk w1th messrs
Kemps of Poole in 1802.

1810 married ann daughter of Peter Howell of Carbonear and

as a result obtained land in the town and on Carbonear Island.
By 1815 He had started his own business in partnership with -
the Howell family~ they were not at this stage substantial
fish merchants -~ they owned no foreign going vessels foxr
instance, but did. enagage in the coastihg trade and a general
supply of fishermen in the Conception Bay area -.the They
obviously obtained supplies from larger merchants and QLSFOoed~
of such fish as they cbtained by selllng to other traders 1n
Newfoundland/

1818 iun partelshlp with William and James Howell, registered
the FOX-a.75 ton schooner; william Howell commander (they were
his brothers in law).

‘181¢ signed a petition protestlng the state of law and crder

in Conception Bay.

1822. with the Howell's registered the schooner SUCCESS of

60 tons, John Howell master.

1823. with William Howell, registered the schooner LARK Of 93
tons William B Pynn master

1825 :with James and William Howell “Planters“ of Carbonear,
registered the schooner FOX of 24 tons

~ from 1825 onwards Bemister sat annually on the Conception. Bay

Grand Jury, and was often called upon to act as aribitrator

in debt and property cases between litigants . This was a

sure alon of his growing social and commercial status in the
region.

1827 with the Howell family registered the schooner CORFE MU _LLEN
of 90 tons, John Howell master.

1826 with William and James Howell registered the BRITANNIA of

94 tons, James Howell master.

1g27. signed a petition complaining of lawlessness in
conception bay.

1832 x sat on the election committee of William Pack, the

most important merchant in Carbonear when the latter attempted

to become the first Member of the House of Assembly for Conception
Bay (they lost).

1833. By now Bemister and the Howell's were firmly established
as merchants and had entered the overseas trade of the colony
although on no grand scale. One of their vessels the LARK)above
traded constantly between Poole in England, and Newfoundland. -
1838 by Now Bemister had had five sons, and the eldest were
begining to join him in the business. William Jgnior, and Henry

were both admitted to partnership. In that year bdéecfathercdén

smxihr one of the Howell partners(William) died age 63,
1836 the Lompany were becoming heavily involved in the annual
seal hunt and in this year sent five of their schooners to the

- Ice.

1840. Entered into partnership with George Forward of

Carbonear (Late of Sturminster Newton, Dorset) and purchased

the extensive premises of the insolvent Poole firm of Slade Biddle
and Company on Water Street, Carbonear.

1843 Partners in the Company William Wills Bemister, his son
John Bemister, amil Benjamin Thomas Gould of Carbonear, and
William Howell. -~ the latter retired in this year. ’

1847 sent four vessels to the seal hunt.

1863 30 December died in Carbonear aged 74.



CHILRDEN OF WILLIAM WILLS BEMISTER . .

Wills cmmm sea capnaln and 5th son of the above. sea captain
. Died at New york dén 5 July 1869 whilst master of the Two
Brothers.

Samuel Wills- commanded vessels for his father. ' ’
OTHER BEMISTERS INVOLVED IN NEWFOUNDLAND : '

JOHN P OF Poole Dorset~ died Poole in 1743.

JOHN Of Dorset Planter at Bonavista circa 1762-1807. (wife mary
died -in 1807 (.

JOHN of wimborne Dorset. mate and commander of Telgnmouth
devonshire vessels in the Newfoundland trade 1807-1814.
CHARLES 'commander of Poole~Newfoundland vessels cwned by
Chrisopher Spurrier and Co Ltd 1800-1802.

THOMAS Plan¥&8 AT Bonavista in 1762.

THOMAS (2) inhabitant of Bonavista 1815-1820 had children
amelia mary, Jchn and William.

GEORGE AGent for James Bayley and Co in st Johns 1793-1798.
JOSEPH R@x Planter at Englee (NMorthern Peninsula) in 1763.

EDWARD of Corfe Mullen(almost certainly a close relative of
Williem Wills Bemister) married Susan Grant of Freshwater
Conception Bay in December 1822, :
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