BRANSCOMBE FAMILY OF LITTLEHAM(EXMOUTH) e[oj [Jygﬁr Pes&zié, »F$Equ@ “f9"7S_

Evidence from parish registers, tabulated: (spellings modernized)
Provisional table - :

~(Jane Branscombe buried 17 Oct 1609 may be mother of the follow1ng) = ik
ELTAS BRANSCOMBE of Littleham married JOAN WHEATON 28 Jan 1603/4 at thtleham -~ W

v

%' they had issue (with possibly other issue of whom record is lost) s Ur“@e'

1. WILMOTT bapt 15 Apl 1607, married 17 Jan 1638 to SIMON HOOPER

2. WILLIAM bapt 10 Dec 1609 and buried 19 Nov 1630,=(unmarried, and withoué issue)

i 3. ELIZABETH bapt 11 Aug 1616, married 1 Dec 1656 to THOMAS LANGFORD

4, *ELIAS BRANSCOMBE bapt 13 Jun 1619 of whom nothlng further is recorded in this -
parish;  he may very well-have moved away and had issue.

; o 5. THOMAS BRANSCOMBE of Littleham, bapt 23 Jun 1622, drowned 6 Feb 1660/19
b - married to SUSANNA ELSON 30 Mar 1646, and had issues

(A) WILLIAM BRANSCOMBE of Exmouth bapt 5 Dec 1647
married 23 Feb 1676/7 to MARY CRUTCHET - and had issue

5 , ) "i', P
i 1 pT
i - ' (i) WILLIAM bapt 31 Jly 1679 presumed died in infancy L .
: (ii)  JAMES bapt 28 Mar 1681 presumed to have died in dnfancy /. . i, iwl
(iii) WILLIAM bapt 15 Jly 1682, buried 3 Aug 1728 & (4127 [, tiwt :

(on negative evidence, unmarried and w1thout issue)
- iy (iv)  SIMON bapt 5 Oct 1684, buried 7 Apl 1441 1.,,, - ey

e (on negative evidence, unmarried and without 1ssue)
(v) *JAMES bapt 20 Mar 1686/7, married ...,.c...zr+......wn‘-.ﬁﬁrn.a.xn
had issue LT m Pehicdke™ Lopae

(a) *JAMES bapt 15 Nov 1711

i (possible other issue in lost records or elsewhere)

CALLAR D ¥ & simstn J oo

(vi) ~ ARTHUR bapt 1 Jan 1689/90 married ELIZABETH,%........;.JZ.;wi‘3¥3e~;ﬁjg

had issue Oy

(a)  MARY bapt 14 Oct 1715

(b) *ARTHUR bapt .. ... 1718 .

(c)  JOHN bapt 5 Aug and bur 2 Oct 1723, died in infancy ' sy

(a) ELIZABETH bapt 25 Aug 1725 - in T?Qﬁﬂx.'”hA@w kP8 :(?ﬂrﬁﬁwf,i? g

(possibly other issue in lost records) e - i LT : :

(viid) SARAH bapt 23 Apl 1693, married 2 Nov 1720 to JAMES GEILES (? GILES) .- .°

(B)  THOMAS BRANSCOMBE bapt 16 Aug 1652, buried 3 Jly 1715
married 5 Apl 1702 to JOAN ADAMS.
(on negative evidence, unmarried and without issue)

(C) *JAMES BRANSCOMBE born 14 Sep 1656 of whom nothing further is recorded
in this parish. he may very well have moved away and had issue.

(D)  SARAH bapt 4 Aug 1659, married 27 Dec 1683 to THOMAS WISH

Later unidentified/unconnected entries:
ELIZABETH BRANSCOMBE buried 1752(may be the widow or daughter of Arthur above)
ELEANOR BRANSCOMBE spinster, married 1765 nr} Aasi
THOMAS BRANSCOMBE buried 1800
ALICE BRANSCOMBE married 1819
JAMES & SARAH BRANSCOMBE whose daughter was bapt 1781

names underlined are certain or probable ancestors of Branscombe
Those marked * are the "unaccounted-for loose— ends"
elsewhere.

-name male line famllles.
possible ancestors of Branscombes




Clear and straightforward entries are given in standard form

Aff - affidavit of burial in woollen

8 = son of

C - christening/bapt.sm
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/ HUGH FESXETT = . _ : -5 Powde;hah Crescent

Genealogical & Historical Research st 5 " Exeter ;
~Member-<f the Association of Genealogists & Record Agent . o . : : ) Devon England
' el e . EX4 6DA

~15th February 1975
Dear Mr Kennedy, . :

BRANSCOMBE FAMILY

I have now been to Littleham, where I have searched the registers . B

as shown by the enclosed, which I trust you will find self~explanatory.

: While there due to the high overhead costs of searching registers still in
parish churches (see below) I made a full search of the registers up to 1837 ; Y
(the later entries are not directly relevant to your case, but they are often of value .
especially in migrant cases to give '"follow through" evidence of the members of the
family who stayed behind. 1837 is the year when civil registration of births,
marriages, and deaths began, hence the choice of that date. &

As you will see, I have found evidence of a numerous family of the name
settled there for five generations at ieast. However there is the problem that,
one volume of the registers is missing as noted, and that all I.can obtain from i
register evidence of the fifth generation is a probably incomplete account, from £
Bishop®s Transcripts. (I am not sure how much you know about Bishopt®s Transcripts: :
in theory they were supposed to have been sent in every year to the Bishop®s office,
from every parish, with copies of all register entries. Unfortunately, especially
ot in the earlier years, many were lost (or perhaps not sent in) and so the series is

very incomplete; in addition, during our Civil War, Oliver Cromwell abolished %
Bishops, so there are never any between about 1640 and 1661, . and after Bishops were
restored, the system was slow to get going again. If the system had worked

perfectly, there would have been duplicates of all parish registers, . but in
practice history, neglect, and accident, have meant that it is incomplete.

‘ However basically the fact is, as shown by the "one piece of paper™
; summary of the evidence (which I must stress is only provisional; = it includes
i certain assumptions which may need amendment on further evidence emerging),
that the Branscombe family seem to have left Littleham as a settled residence
about 1740, although the "stray" occurrences of the name later show that there
were families of the name probably not far away. - o

However my statement "left Littleham" needs qualifying; the precise
statement is that they cease to appear in Church of England registers(Episcopalian);
I see from my lists that a Presbyterian chapel was founded not far away in. 1744,

4bsence from Littleham registers may mean that they had become Presbyterians.

} Turning to Probate evidence; I am not sure how much you know of English
probate courts before 1858; - ~briefly they were”all church courtss ~wills  could be
proved in local church courts, or the Archbishop's court (Prerogative Court of
Canterbury), the latter being obligatory if the testator had goods in the Jjurisdiction
of more than one local church court. Most of the local probate courts archives
were destroyed by bombing here in Exeter in 1942 (but P.C.C. in London escaped)..
Littleham itself was in the jurisdiction of the Dean and Chapter .of Exeter, and there [°
is no record of these;  for much of the rest of Devon there are lists of the lost s
i wills, pre~1800. BRANSCOMBE wills listed are:

(a) At Morchard Bishop, . a parish far away in mid-=Devon which I think we can
disregards: William 1548 ' : ¢ ' :

1 : John 1733

: Josephn 1763

() In three virtually adjoining parishes, only about 5=6 miles from
Littlgham, and what is more, on the Teign estuary (see below) .

. James West Teignmouth 1571
Joane Chudleigh - 1621
. Thomas Chudleigh 1621

Thomas Bishopsteignton 1763




(2)

(A small point in parenthesis: even if they had joined another church,
their wills would still have to be proved in the Church of England courts)

The Teign estuary references are particularly interesting, as it was
from the ports and fishing villages on this estuary that the great strength of the
Newfoundland Fisheries grew; secondly were the ports etc., on the Exe estuary
including Exmouth in Littleham parish. I need say no more. : .

Now as regards the P.C.C. probates search; this as you know is from .
a card index at the Society of Genealogists; I have paid them £2.50 for' the search,

and I am sitting back waiting for the results.

We could do more register searches while waiting, but these would be °
searches to some extent in the dark, waiting to see what turned up, whereas
the P.C.C. wills might very well pinpoint specifically which parish to search.

As regards other parish registers (and the Presbyterian registers, etc.)
for the majority of those which are likely,  access_has no problems, as they are
almost all available here in Exeter, either as original registers deposited
at the county archives, or microfilm copies, etc. A few have even been indexed.

This contrasts with Littleham which is one of our "problem" parishes;
the registers are still in the parish churchjg the local church authorities are
more demanding of fees than most (as I am afraid my account below shows) and there
is a volume of the registers lost, which involves making further searches in the
Bishop*s Transcripts; you can well imagine the relative costs of searching a
register here in the Exeter county archives, and indexed, where I can _cover 300 years
at a mere fraction of the cost of the searches in Littleham. - (Not all have been
indexed.), (Some local church authorities charge no fee at all.)

(There is one other parish near Littleham which still has the regiéters in
the church, Otterton, but the County Archivist tells me that he expects this to be
brought in to the Archives very soon.) i :

I do not know what you feel as regards the next step:- either wait for the
results from the P.C.C. index, then search the wills indicated by the results,
or make some further register searches first. (e.g. perhaps the Presbyterian
registers ?)

The account at present stands at:

Searches Littleham parish registers, also Bishop's - _
S . -Transcriptsy - ~ analysis of results; and report 836,00 v wes R

Journey to Littleham 20 miles @ 121 ¢ 2. 50

Search fees to Rector and Verger £6.00(@ £2.40 to £1) 14. 40

Paid Society of Genealogists £2.50 /6. 00
$58. 90

less 326.00 paid. :
As I stress, the Littleham registers were an exceptionally "difficult®.
and so high cost parish to cover.

There is one point; it seems to me that one of the items in my stolen
brief case must have been the specific details you sent me of the precise Branscombe
names and dates which you were seeking. (Unfortunately one only finds out what was
stolen when one cannot find it in its right place.) Could I ask you to let me haye
the details again, please ?

I hope that you find this satisfactory; I do apologise that these searches have
taken costs over the budget. I felt that I was doing right to make a total coverage of
Littleham while I was there, rather than perhaps have to go back to search again,
with another journey, and more search fees to pay there, etc., and hope you agree

that I took the correct action.
Your s sincerelyM P%w

W

oot






