v, kiomas doldsworth. merCunalnl and ieader in the campagin ... .cpresenacive

Govermment in Newfoundland during the early decades of the 19th century.
1

Born: Stoke Fleming , South Devonshire England and baptised in thexAngiiza

2
St Petrox Church Dartmouth 8 August 1790. son of Thomas (gentleman) and
WANRA 3
Heamnli(€hannel) Brooking of Stoke Fleming , Tidewaiter in Hiés Majesty's customs

4
at Dartmouth. Came to Newfoundland as a mercantile Clerk in 1806-7
5
possibly with the firm of Hunt, Stabb Preston and Company of Torquay , but
6

more probably withxiaxx Messrs Hart, Eppes Gaden and Robinson of St Johns £l LDAT

7
The—firm=later-re—organised undetcthecnaneceécliacigcRobivaoncandcGoupany

= widh

&ﬂdﬁ=wh€ﬂkép 1818i$he Newfoundland partner George Richard Robinson retired
to the head office in London England, Brooking became xhkr the resident

junior partner in Newfoundland and the Company traded as Hart Robimsom and
Compnay8. In 1816 married in St Johns Anglican Church Frances, daughter
of Kenneth Mclea of Greenock SCOLlandg merchant and later had swo sons
George thomas, and Marmaduke Hart.lo— In 1822 the senior partner

Marmaduke Hart retired and the firm became known as Robinson Brooking
11
and Kmmpray Garland , the newcomer being Jos Bingley Garland of Poole

who had a large independent trade to Trinity and Bonavista Bays in
12
Newfoundland. in 1831 it became Brooking's turn to retire to

"Head Office" and the local establishment was left in the hands of
13
a new Junior partmner Wm J Hervey. cEromctihisceimecan wadds Brooking

never again returned to the Island and the local bussiness was run
14
by a succession of agents and partners who included for a while, his sons.

srxkiexkiusxafxhisxiratixxihexisniaurdiandxparsnexxwasx Exedexiskxdnzeph
15
Wyakkx Thexxmsk death of Garland in 1840 , and retirement of Robinson
16
in 1850 ,m left the kam firm coleetely,ln the hands of Brooking and his
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sons,.but at the time of his deafﬁ”a St Johns man Frederick Joseph Wyatt
held a number of shares as the ''Newfoundland Partner'l/ However

expensive litigation between the two sons resulted in the pa@d disappearance

of the VamizZy Compnay. 18

Lo



This brief account shows only that Brooking was typical of

the mercantile elite who dominated Newfoundland during the first half

- of the nineteenth century -~ coming out as a young man with little wealith

but good connections, apprenticed to a flourishing concern and eventually

2 conmmerce coantained thocondzs mumerous

mhin ovming it, Bvery branch of Britis!
@i similar cases during <this era, HJowever in the Newfoundland fish trade
mos® of the young mercantiliste Tfailed o malke good for after 1815 the

i9

Newfoundland fishery entered a pericd of severe and prolonged depression
and the coilapse of many merchant houses forced young agents to strike out
on their own, Many of them eventually acquired modest fortunes, but

Brooking, lucky in the choice of Hart, Rovinson and Company moved quickly

into a position of prominence and power which he never lost,

From the outset Brooxing was asswred of & respectable place in the

social structure of 3t Johns- dominaved as it was by a small and fluctuating
elite of Tish merchants and the beginnings of a professional class of lawyers
and doctors, Almost invariably the older members of the elite tended to
retire in middle age to Head Office in Ingland, Ireland or Scotland and
thus young and literate men were givean an unusual freedom and authority.
Newfoyndland itself was in a state of transition from a "Migrat coxry Pis ery",
vigited by thousands dbut inhabited by few, to a populous and dynamic con‘fnity

which in 1815 numbered up to 60,000 souls, Before 1800 hardly any merchants

zex setiled in the Island and thus when Brooking came out he found a young

=)

man's paradise, There were hardly a

}J

v institutions of Gyvernment and the

S5t Johns mlddle ClaSS nacufally assuned every function of résponsibility

énd povier it could get its hands on, This inevitably brought them into some
dekree of conflict with. the Governor and his small group of civil gervants,

and the period of Brooking's residence in Newfoundland was one in which

his elite gradually zz wrested authority from the rules, and with a high



degree of inevitably brought about the establishment of represenﬁa%ive

Government, in 1832e

A glance ab his Ermwirg ever widening involvement in the affairs
of Newfoundland illustrates both +he natural manner in which the mercantile
leaders took their place at the nead of society, and the widcr growth of
agigtation for local and politieal change which sskachcux&8IR,
characteriéed +the periocd, His first public appearance came in 1812
when he served on a committee which orgenised a lottery 4o reise money
for road constructionzo. The fact that the roads had ‘o be construcbed
by private subseription aply illuséfates the meagre nature ofAboﬁh
government and its revenues 2% that times it also shows the inecreasing
interes® of‘the mercantile elite in nimprovements" 4o the colony-= more

perhaps because they themselves were 1iving here on & year hound Dbasis

than through any evolution of social consciousness, By 1816 he was

serving as Foreman of the Grand Jury - an instutiton which at that
oozt : 21
time formed the only "pepresentative" imrhkiuticn on the islande

PRI SITED P20 @ S w > G Prom then until his departure from Newfoundland
in 1832 Brooking gtayed in the forefront of social and political life,

In ypaid succession we find him appointed chalrman of a group which
22
attempted ©o build a Merchant's Hall, churchwarden of the A, glican
23
Cypurch , and the first Fire Warden for the Bast end of S¢ John324°He

was founder member of a committee To establish contact with the by
_ : 25
now almost extinet race og Beothuck Indiens , Treasurer of the
2 27
St Johns Amateur theatre President of the St Johns Library Society

member of the Vestry Soelety for the establishment of Evening Lectures,

. v
for years president of the St Johns chamber of Commercef Chairman of

the "Amatuers of the Turf“aoa b



and a founder of the "Newfoundland Fisherman's and Shoreman's Association.B‘

In 1825, his social prominence was recognised by his appointmdnt as Colonizal

Aide de camp to the Governor with the rank of Lt Colonel in the Militia.32

However there was more to Brooking than this mundane if strenous pursuits

of worthy causes might suggest, for he'tﬁnﬂght“*Wxxxwﬁvnxayqtﬁm7+imw gradually
change

became indentified with the cause of social and political prgssEs on the Island,

I, this he may not have diverged from the views of his fellow merchants, for
by 18%2 zuux almost everyone in Newfoundland supported the idea of represeniative
government"B; however he together with one of'two other marchants such as
Patrick Mgrris and William Thomas, were ahead of their fellows in seeing the
need for change and for mobilising the "middle class" shopkeepers, tradesmen
and planters’of St Johns behind the bamner of reform, They were also the
only people in Newfoundland who could put up with the politically brilliant
obut personally wniziaz abrasive character of Doctor William Carson~- first
and best propagandist for the cause of refori,

What made this wealthy merchanit and pillar of the community pursue the
paths of agitation and reform?  Imxpmebxidxmayxhsus Mych of the explanation

. automatic

can be found in anslwistly nuusssurygxre-action to the rapidly changes which
were taking place in the society around him - every man recognised that some
reform was necessaryf y hommome and a man of drive and ambition like Brooking
would always be found in the‘lead of any organisation which he identi?ied himself
with, We must also remember that his senior partner George Richard Robinson
who had been elected Tory Member of Parliament for Worcester in England in 1824
was the man who, akzm oxgmnissdxad representented the Newfoundland reformers
in the Epglish corridors of power, There was thus a mercantile as well as a
personal Zmitorssix aspect nﬁxihﬁ to the campaign, However Brooking becamne
deeply involved in the chaos and poverty of life in post Napoleonic Newfoundland

and , in contact with almost every element in St Johms socity gradually became

convinced that only radical change could cure her ills,



eariy
His first introduction to wider social problems came in 1817 when

rowirg the great fire in st Johns , followed upon two ears of depression
and bankruptey in the fishery to create unimaginably misery to the pocrer

in hiabitants of S¢ Johns3u. The depression continued and in 1820 the

Grand Jury made a presentment advocating government action to relieve
distress, and the necessity for emgiration from Newfoundland either back to
Great Britiain, or to the mainland of North America, Brooking was Foreman
of the jury, and the adress zmzxz was probably drafted by himc35 The
immediate distress was illeviated byt the deeper problems of poverty remaineé
and in 1822 Brooking was inevitably appointed to yet anotle committee %0
alleviate the condition of the poor36, and also began his long and deep

37

 interest in education by forming a commititee to establish a charity school,

By +this time Smwson~and-Thomas with a few lesser supporters wers begirning

Egﬂggiiaﬁenﬁormﬁhe—es%ab&ishmeﬁ%~ofmsome»kindmofwrepres@nta%iveAgovernmant a8 fhe
. prosperity
enly means of improving-the-minds, morals and (above all) smakik of Newfoun@}gpd;}S
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vooking wes not el directly-invoived, but-in-4824

By now he together with Carson mad Thomas, and Morris were becoming
convinced that only the introduction of some form of represerative governﬁent
could alleviate the moral and material condition of Zkz Newfoundland, although
as yet they knew more about the particiaular evils they wished to reform, than
what precise institutions they would wish to see introduced, In 1819
he seems to have wanted only some kind of muniecipal body in St Johns wh ich
could control "nuisances" and deal with the ever presentlmenace of fire389
but he soon found himself following the lead of Carson'and Morris in
agisation for wholesale reform of the laws és they related © Newfoundland,

In 182%_the agitationresulted in three new pieces of Imperial Legislation

which swept away the afncent system of government and introduced vreforms in

the judicial and administrative structure of the Island,”D
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The new legislation was hardly revolutionary, Reoexddwaamedsy
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zl was of symbolic importance in signalling
the end of the British Government’s age old policy of dealingwith Newfoundland
, Lo

as a fishery rather than a colony. it did provide for the establishment

&

b1 but

of a non-elective exectuive éouncil ‘o which.Brooking was appointed,
neither he nor anyone else were satisfied with themeasure, and agitation for

Ruiomes further reform continued, However the nature of the battle had'now
chaﬁged from convineing the British Government of the need for‘reform to that /

of overcoming divisions in Newfoundland society, and abovedl fa overcoming

the apathy of the vast majority)of the inhabitants— especially outside St Johns
towards the whole question of G—ove'm'zmen’i‘,aLH For example the new legislation
provided for the establisﬁmen% of a municipal corporation in St Johns and

Brooking was prominent in trying to persaude the inhabitants to support it,

However the proposal was heavily defeated by men who still thmght that no
government was best government,az' I, deed St Johns had to wai until

for a municiapal council, but unable to solve a local problem, the reformers

turned to the larger question of obtaining "Local" government for the entire

Colony, Brooking and his partner Robinson maiky played a continuuaé and

vital role in the campaign - especially since their wealth ard prominenance

give it much needed respectability in 131'1gf!.a.mci.,)43 Robinson presented petitions

in Parliament whilst Brooking chaired the increasingly numerous mesldngreform
‘meetings which were held in St Johns.44 In 1832 Brooking , following ﬁraditiong
retired to England on the eve of thevaftainment of Represerative Government,

He sailed wi{h the pléudits of all ranks and classes, Irish ad En,glish, Protestant

45 :
and Catholic, in his ears , and must have felt very pleased with the results of

his sojourn on the Island, Opfyoaxfewxyearsxiat  Everyone basked in the

feeling of amity and coperation which the campain had created, Four years



o
later Newfoundland ociety was divided bitterly and the protestant
merchants , now become the Conservative party, who had so-staunchly
supported the adveent of local Ggvernment were now strenowly demanding

that the experiment be abandoned on the grounds that Newfoundland was
nov £iv for freedom,’ Thomas Holdsworth Brooxing shared weilr view

from his office in Lgndon, v Many men perhaps regret their actions

iess common to find

onice the resulis appear;

political leaders admiviing iv.

Brooking's life was of coﬁrse by'no means over; he was only 42
when he left Newfoundland for ever and his business condinued and
flouzished for nearly forty years more, However his dag of
nolitical agitation were over, He seems to have played little or
no political or even humanitarian role in England, The exitenzet

g private
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of solitics was replaced by the/affluence of Vicorian COIINETE o



