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. Excerpts from the Famlly Trge of the Spaniard's Bay Gosses
Compiled by Vineent Ellioh *

>

Richard Gosse m Catherine -
(1725 - 1800) (1726 - 1818)

w1llinixm Gogse J ohnl(}osse Rubertleosse Richarc! Gosse Mary!Goase
(Mark Gosse's line) (1765 - 1840)
n
Grace -
(1768 - 1843)
Solom!)n Gosse MoaeslGosse IeraeI}Gosse s Robertl(}ossa Jre wil]iaxl\ Gosse
(1796 - 1864) (1799 - 1882) (1800 - 1876) (1805 - 1864) (1810 - 1877)
m m
Sarah Sheppard Nary Sheppard
(1804 f 1284) (1807 i- 1874)
J osiahlGosse Robert Gosse (III)
(1840 - 1890) (1835 - 1899)
m m
Jans Alcock Eliza Stokes
. (1840 - 1925) (1836 i- 1911)
Catherine Gosse Hartin’'Goase Geerge Cosse

(1871 - 1913) O (1867 - 1957)

i
Eric Gosse (and others)

m
s Hadeline Kean

I

Robert Martin Cosse (and others)

m
Linda Newhock

=

Peter Robert Cosse (and othsrs)
(Born 1972)

¥ Vincent Elliot was born and raised in Vancouver, 3.C. His mother 1s a Gosse
from Spaniard's Bay and in 1946 he did exhaustive research on church records
at ‘larbour Grace, Bishop's Cove and Spaniard's Bay. From thess gcurces and
the memories of the oldest inhabitants he complled geneologles for soms of
the wain branches of the Gosse family.
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Dear Mr. Smallwocd,

interest in the m.netehnt.’* cesuury .wisfom‘dim r cord of the Gcsse

f&:.llj of gmmard'" Bay e

~ In this connsction I am cnclosings (1) 4 brief cutlins of the"-

' famlJ tree to avoid any cenfusion in une names of relatives,

(2) A detailed compi.atian of vessels bullt, not only by the Gosses,
but also by the forebears of other \camard's Bay families, which I
copied from the British Colonial Registry of Shipoing, The 1ist also

“includes three cutsiders, including the famcus Michael ‘{ear'zey ard
‘John Symne of St. John's and William Huni, probably from Harbous Grace.
"It is guite likely that all three bullt at Spaniard's Day to take ‘
j_’-*‘vaz:ta”e of the local shiswright siillas, the avallab i”*'f £ suitable
'_'“*:be;. and b ad‘:‘uidute .m"ﬂ“ os of “'f,;n, rizging and saileloth readily

avalilable from the firp of %o, Donnelly.-

There ere presently no shipping registrations frem 1853 to 1860
aad from 2889 4o 1900, bl Ir. ?;:tt:.e'..s, the ¥4, Moritime Wistoria
for Memorial University; informs me that %:ese .,hruL be svailable
befcore 1977.

Setueoa 1504 axd his retirecond in 1831 Zcbort Cosse Az, Jull’t

11 schooners and 1 brig, ranging in size frem 45 tons to 116 tons, *His

*reputation ags a skilled and efficient builder was well kaoun in
~ Conception Day; consequently he was successful ia oovtaining vessel

congstruction contracts from business sstablislments or private parties,
aot oaly in Sp:mmrd's Bay but in flarbour Grace, E:-zy Rcber“s, Bareneed
and Brigus, From 1817 to 183" he buil% 8 vessels, each averaging 80

tons, 5o that the censiruction rate was 1 craf't in less than two yearse

I must deduce from this evidence that he and his sons were full time
Apraieg.uona; aiip sullders during these years and fisaing had been
“redueed to a idalinee This eoncluaioa i3 strengthened when one takes

into accound tint harsh westher and hasd tools were factors scund to
slow the speed of ccastruciion.




=

=

4-

fo sooner had FRobert Sr. laid down kis tools when his second som,
FEoses cbtained 2 contrzct to coastruct 2 6% ton schooner for
Wme Richards at Bareneed called the ®"Favcurite” and completed in 1832,

In 1833 Koses and his brother Israel built ths "Orestes”, a 78
ton schooner oo co-goriners Lo rocceute the seal fishery. -

ot to bec culdone, Robert ir.'s fourth son, Hobert Jr. cbtained a
coatract from Alfred layne, mercheant of Herbour CGrace; Wme Fryer,
banker, and John Gosse, merchant, both hailing from Derset, England,
to build the "Ann® e 123 ton brir. She was completed at Harbour Crace

in 1834.

Three years were to elapse befcre Robert Gesse Jr. obtained
another coantresct to build the 130 ton brig "HMeline® gt Spaniard's Bay
for Joseph 3Soper, merchant at Harbour Crace. She was launched and
commissioned in 1838, During this period he obvicusly went back to
fishing and probebly sailed to the seel fishery with his brothers in
the ®Crestes®,

buring the 184L's Solomon Gosse, the eldest son of Rebert or.
also built 3 seall schooners on ccontract. This was & peried in which
4 of his 5 soos were independently pursuing tie vessel construetion
business. The greatest fest, however, wes by his tkird son, Isrsel,
who in 1843 built end owned outright the "Pomona®, 2 127 ton brig,
flaunting g femele bust as 2 {igurehesd. He and Hoses cutfitied her
and the "Cregtes" for the seal fishery thst spring but there is no
recerd of how they fared financially.

Ia 1861 Robert Jr. bullt the Wictoria®, a 42 ton schooner of
walch he was owner and capitain but by now ship building was only a
secondary occupation, whilec the ccdfishery had become the major
source of livelihood.

N\

He died prematurely in 1864, and his wife immediately tock over
the "Wictoria®, seiled with her six sons to St, John's in the spring,
tock on board fishery supplies and successfully prosecuted the
Labrader fishery.

She appointed her second son ¥young® Robert as master of the
"Wiectoria", probably because in her view, he was the best educated
and most promising of all her boys. For a few years they operated
under her guidance but by 1869 ycung Robert or Captain Roberi as he
was now called sold his shares in the family interests and built a
home in Creen Head on two seres of land wiidch i1s still in the
possession of his grandchildren,
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thile he contimued to build schooners cn contract when |
opportunity offered, his main effaorts were directed towards the
Labrador fishery and the seal mnt. His career in both
endeavours was so successful that in 1886 ho set up the firm of
Go & Mo Gosse for his soos, which continued to rrosper in the salt
fish vusiness until their reiirement in 194%. :

Captain Hobert was fereced through bed health to relinguish
command of the "S. 5. Vanguard" in 1895 end died four years later,

Levween 1834 and 1878 ihe Cosse fezily of Spaniard's Bay buils
29 schooners end 4 brigs. Their shipbuilding skills were carricd on
into the 20th century as &y father built a 25 toa schooner en
contract, uhile my uncle made her suit of sails and rigged her,
Father aftervards sailed her to the Leobrador where she was taken over
Oy the owuner, :

In addition, these co-gartners, operating in business undsr the
naze of G. & M. Gosse, rebuilt two SO ton schooners during the 1620's,
It is interesting to note that the soms and graadsong of other
Spaniard's Bay builders shown in the sttached list were shiprizhts on
béth these projects.

As I recall the last two vessels built in Spaniard's Bay were
consiructed oy ibraham Shespard in 1929 and Lemuel Barrett in 1944,
Both were powered by gasoline moiers.

I irtend to complete the records of vessel constructicn by
Spaniard's Day shipwurights for the 1Sth century when this materisl
becomes available., Indications are that between 1882 and 1900
Fark Gosse Sr., founder of Hork Gosse & Sons Litd. was the leading ship
bullder of this period. His ability es 2 milluright, carpenter and
buginess man is well known but I know from infcrmation gnthered from
acme of his contemperaries that in vessel construction he showed
cutstanding talents,

Fipally, I sust mentica t.at nv brother, Roy, who was in the Roral
liavy during the First Werid wer s Joined the Reyal Cansdian Ravy in 1940
&3 & leading seaman. 4 frisnd of hnis was siruggling witk ihe building
instruction mamuzl required to qualify zs s shipuright. Roy toock on
the job of tutor, since Le wes well traineqd in boat construction by
father, end wrote the exarination with his puapile They were both
successful and in due course prowcted to Chief Petty Cfficer Shipe
wrights,

I think this just about covers the subject and perhaps in too much
detail,
Kindest regards,

fours sincerely,




VITAL STATISTICS TAKEN FROM THE NEWSPAPERS

GOSsS, J

OF SPANIARDS BAY AGED 41 WIFE AND 6 CHILDREN DIED AUG 28/1866 ENP

GOSS, JOHN

MARRIED ANN MARY BORN, ELDEST DAUGHTER OF THE LATE VALENTINE, AT THE
RESIDENCE OF THE MOTHER OF THE BRIDE BY BISHOP MULLOCK, JUNE 28/1864 CD

GOSS, SAMUEL

OF TORBAY MARRIED ANASTASIA FORAN BY REV WALDREN, DEC.6/1843 P

GOSSE, ABIGAIL

WIFE OF WILLIAM GOSSE, DAUGHTER IN LAW OF MOSES GOSSE DIED AGED 43 AT
SPANIARDS BY LEAVING A LARGE FAMILY, JUNE 25/1860 PGLC

GOSSE, ANASTASIA

2ND DAUGHTER OF THE LATE SAMUEL GOSSE DIED DEC 2/1862 GNDCET

GOSSE, ANNE

WIFE OF MOSES GOSSE OF SPANIARDS BAY DIED AGED 44, JUNE 4/1842 L

GOSSE, DAVID WILLIAM

OF TORBAY, MARRIED MISS MARY HEF FERNAN OF ST JOHNS, FEB 19/1857 NCL

GOSSE, EMANUEL

3RD SON OF MOSES GOSSE DIED AT SPANIARDS BAY AGED 16, JULY 30/1844 L

GOSSE, HARRIET SOPHIA

4TH DAUGHTER OF MOSES GOSSE SEN DIED ON THE ISTH, AGED 20, MAR 24/1863
GNLSR

GOSSE, ISRAEL

SON OF MCSES GOSS DIED AGED 40 YEARS 6 MTHS, LEAVING A WIFE AND SIX CHIL-
DREN, AT SPANIARDS BAY, MAY 8/1862 E :

GOSSE, JOSIAH

SON OF ISRAEL GOSSE OF BISHOP'S COVE MARRIED JANE ALCOCK ELDEST
DAUGHTER OF CAPTAIN MARK ALCOCK OF HARBOUR GRACE, BY REV. JONES AT ST




PAULS HARBOUR GRACE, DEC 12/1863 C

GOSSE, JULIA

MARRIED HENRY BISHOP, BOTH OF BISHOP’S COVE BY REV. J. KINGWELL ON NOV
5/1845 H -

GOSSE, JULIA ANN JANE

DIED OF PULMONARY CONSUMPTION AT SPANIARDS BY ON THE 14TH, SHE WAS THE
SECOND DAUGHTER OF MOSES GOSSE SENIOR, AGED 31

GOSSE, MARGARET
YOUNGEST DAUGHTER OF LATE SAMUEL GOSSE MARRIED WILLIAM KOUGH OF
BONAVISTA AT THE RESIDENCE OF THE BRIDES MOTHER AT TORBAY, JULY 14/1864
GN ; '

GOSSE, MARY FRANCES

DAUGHTER OF MOSES GOSSE, DIED AT SPANIARDS BAY AGED 25, ON THE IST. AUG
8/1860 T _

GOSSE, MOSES

'MARRIED ANN MENSHIAN AT ST JOHNS CHURCH BISHOP’S COVE BY REV. KINGWELL
ON THE 8TH. DEC 16/1846 H

GOSSE, RICHARD

AGED 83 OF SPANIARD'S BAY DIED JAN 31/1863 ES
GOSSE, ROBERT

AGED 59 OF SPANIARD’S BAY AGED 59, DIED SEPT 30/1863 DGECR
GOSSE, THOMAS

DIED AT BISHOPS COVE AGED 63, AUG 21/1867 SL

GOSSE, WILLIAM

DIED AT SPANIARDS BAY AGED 77 ON THE 4TH MARCH. MAR 14/1865 GNS




